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Important Dates 
Wednesday, September 30 
Monthly Meeting: Scheduled 
to be held outside at the Silver 
Lake Nature Center pavilion 
starting at 6:30 pm. Masks are 
required for members in 
attendance. Check the DRFA 
website in the days before the 
meeting to confirm the date, 
time, and whether we will 
potentially move the meeting 
indoors at the Nature Center. 
Nominations for the 2021 
slate of officers and trustees 
will open at this meeting. 

Saturday, October 10, 
Family Fishing Day at Silver 
Lake Nature Center. DRFA 
members are needed to work 
at this event to help accrue our 
service hours in exchange for 
our meeting space at the 
Nature Center building. (See 
separate article for info.) 

Saturday October 24 Bass 
Tournament: Planned 7 am 
start at Byram Access Ramp 
(unless Bulls Island ramp is 
opened by that time).  

Wednesday, October 28 
Monthly Meeting: 
Tentatively to be held indoors 
at the Silver Lake Nature 
Center starting at 7:00 pm if 
indoor meeting is permitted. 
Check the DRFA website in 
the days before the meeting to 
confirm.  

Because of the potential for 
scheduling to be complicated by 
changing COVID-19 regulations, 
please confirm all Club events, 
times, and locations on the DRFA 
website prior to the event. 
Information for the October 24 
Bass Tournament will be 
available on the website or the 
Tournament Hotline (267) 934-
2148 in the days before each 
tournament. 

Members are encouraged to 
pass along updates to friends in 
the Club who do not have 
online access. Members without 
online access can also call the 
Tournament Hotline for 
updates. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Help Needed For Silver 
Lake Nature Center 
Family Fishing Day 
As of the August DRFA meeting, 
Silver Lake Nature Center was 
planning to hold its annual 
Family Fishing Day on Saturday, 
October 10 on the shores of 
Silver Lake. DRFA members are 
needed to help set up, provide 
casting instructions to youth 
participants, and to help with 
baiting hooks, etc.  

As an outdoor event, the day will 
take place in accordance with the 
Pennsylvania State COVID-19 
guidelines in force at the time of 
the event. 

This is an important service 
project for the Club as every 
man-hour spent on the event 
helps to defray our cost of using 
the meeting room for monthly 
meetings.  

Club members who are interested 
in helping should contact Youth 
Event Coordinator, Chick Bay, at 
the September meeting or by 
calling him at 609-744-8360. 

Minutes From The 
August Meeting 
The August meeting of the DRFA 
was held on Wednesday, August 
26 at the outdoor pavilion on the 
grounds of the Silver Lake Nature 
Center, behind the outbuilding 
adjacent to the regular parking 
lot. Board member Rick Mawson 
called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm.  

Membership: Rick reported that 
we had 74 members as of the 
night of the meeting, with several 
interested persons scheduled to 
join at the August Catfish 
Tournament at the end of that 
week.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer 
Eileen Kicinski reported a 
balance of $9,372.27 in the Club 
bank account as of the meeting 
date.  

Trustees: No activity to report. 
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Youth Events: Chick Bay will 
need help with the Silver Lake 
Nature Center Family Fishing 
Day scheduled for Saturday 
October 10. Members will meet 
several hours before the official 
start of the event to ready the 
fishing tackle and set up the 
stations for instruction and hands-
on fishing experience.  

Tournaments: Discussion was 
held regarding the non-tidal river 
tournaments scheduled for 
September and October. The 
Bulls Island ramp was still closed 
as of the meeting date and the 
decision was made to hold both 
events at the Byram Ramp Access 
as long as Bulls Island remained 
closed. 

Nominations/Elections: Club 
members were reminded that 
nominations for officers and 
trustees for the 2021 season are 
open as of the September 
meeting. Additional nominations 
and elections are scheduled to 
take place at the October meeting 
so that new officers will have 
time to prepare for the New Year. 

2020 was a confusing year 
because of the postponements, 
changes, and uncertainties caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic. Our 
lack of an official representative 
in the role of Club President did 
not help matters. Members are 
asked to give serious thought to 
filling that role in the coming 
year, as we hopefully get closer to 
returning to regular activities.  

Tackle Bag Raffle 
While waiting for the Hemlock 
Rod and Gun Club Fishing 
Seminar to be rescheduled from 
its originally scheduled March 
13th date, the Club postponed the 
drawing for the 2020 Tackle Bag 
Fundraiser. Once the Hemlock 
event was officially cancelled, the 
drawing was held at the DRFA 
August monthly meeting. 

The winner was Jeff Rampulla of 
Horsham, PA. The winning ticket 
was purchased at the Delaware 
Valley Surf Angler Fisherman’s 
Flea Market on January 18th.  

Bass Bowl Qualifiers 
Now Available For 
2020 SJBCA Event 
The highest scoring bass anglers 
in Club competitions over the 
past four bass tournaments will 
have first option of participating 
in this year’s event at Northeast 
River, MD on October 18. The 
DRFA is the defending Bass 
Bowl Champion after winning 
last year’s event.  

The annual event gathers teams of 
the best bass anglers from the 
South Jersey Bass Club 
Association’s member clubs. 
Each club is allowed to enter up 
to three boats of two anglers each. 
Prizes are awarded for top total 
weights entered by each club’s 
entire roster for the event. A 
voluntary Lunker Pool is also 
available for interested 
participants. 

As of the September 20 Bass 
Tournament at the Byram Ramp, 
the top DRFA point-holders 
qualified to participate in order of 
point totals (in parentheses) are 
as follows: 
Mike Nucero (293) 
Scott McDonough (293) 
Casey McDonough (291) 
Rick Mawson (199) 
George Hoffman (197) 
Joe Newton (194) 
Patrick Baranowski (191) 
Gregg Southrey (100) 
Pete Antoniewicz (99) 
Eric Carocci (98) 
Devon Seliga (96) 
Shane Seliga (93) 

Interested participants should 
contact Chick Bay at 609-744-
8360. 

New Protection For 
Menhaden Bodes Well 
For Striper Populations 
An August 5th vote by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission ensured new catch 
limits for menhaden to provide 
more sustainable management of 
this critical forage fish. (For info, 
visit: https://www.pewtrusts.org 
and type “Value of Menhaden to 
East Coast Ecosystems” into the 
Search window.) 

The new regulations will provide 
for better management of the 
species. Menhaden (commonly 
called ‘bunker’) are an important 
forage fish for many species, 
including striped bass stocks, 
which are currently suffering 
from low numbers.  

Previously, without such 
protections, the were no controls 
on the harvest of menhaden and 
fishery managers were noticing 
shifts in behavior of predators 
who depend heavily on them for 
forage.  

The new approach uses 
ecological reference points as a 
basis for management decisions. 
It is being hailed as a strong 
science-based approach to 
fisheries management and seeks 
to balance the health of the 
species against the interests of 
recreational, commercial, and 
tourism forces that depend on this 
forage base.  

Club Holiday Party 
Subject For Discussion 
Because restaurant reservations 
need to be made in advance, plans 
for a potential Holiday Party will 
need to be discussed at the 
upcoming meeting to determine 
interest, assuming that the regular 
venue and state COVID-19 
regulations will be able to 
accommodate the event. 
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From A to Z: 
What’s Next? 
What a long, strange trip it’s 
been, to say the least. From mid-
March to the present, and 
possibly into the early part of 
2021, a wide variety of Club 
activities, tournaments, and youth 
events have been thrown into 
disarray. After several years 
where weather caused a series of 
postponements and cancellations 
of club fishing tournaments, 2020 
takes the cake with the first three 
tournaments being cancelled 
outright.  

With the loss of important 
outdoors shows to promote the 
club and generate fundraising 
income, the aging of our current 
membership, and the difficulties 
of recruiting new members and 
meeting speakers, our Club 
certainly faces some challenges 
for growing and prospering.  

One critical step is having a 
reliable person in the role of Club 
President, someone to coordinate 
the details among the different 
activities shared by other officers 
and trustees. We tried a 
‘president-by-committee’ 
approach this year, which showed 
how easy it is for things to fall 
between the cracks. 

While tournament participation 
continues to be on the smaller 
side of what it had been in the 
past, the Angler of the Year race 
has been competitive most of the 
year, even though we did not get 
the opportunity to implement our 
‘Top Six Finishes’ rule voted 
upon last season. If we had held 
more than six tournaments, the 
competition would have been 
even closer.  

One thing we can do to improve 
the Club is to make the best of 
what we have – the resident 
fishing knowledge of our 
members. It is something that 

Rick Gasper mentioned at an 
early 2020 meeting before the 
COVID-19 shut down. I hope it is 
something we can improve upon 
by holding round-table fishing 
discussions at meetings without a 
speaker. 

Fish Samples Still 
Needed For Delaware 
River Pollution Study 
After collecting sufficient catfish 
samples from DRFA members, 
the fisheries researcher who is 
studying the presence of PFAS 
contamination in resident fish 
from the lower Delaware River is 
still looking for additional 
samples of white and yellow 
perch. Members who would like 
to help by contributing samples 
for her research can contact Rick 
Mawson, John Pedrick, or Pete 
Antoniewicz. Samples will need 
to be wrapped and frozen for 
pickup later this year. 

Good News; Bad News 
While the news on protections for 
menhaden is good, the prognosis 
for another sport and forage fish 
(the American shad) is not quite 
as rosy. 

An article in the July/August 
issue of the ASMFC Fisheries 
Focus magazine outlines the 
continued depleted basis of that 
species in East Coast waters form 
Newfoundland to Northern 
Florida. Overall there are 104 
discrete shad stocks – identified 
by home river system tributaries 
where shad spawn – and many of 
them remain in severely 
depressed stocks compared to 
historic levels. Threats range 
from dams in the main stems of 
New England rivers, which 
restrict passage for spawning, to 
contaminant issues from natural 
gas operations in Mid-Atlantic 
states, to climate change impacts 
and various toxic and thermal 
discharges in different 
watersheds.  

Club members can read the entire 
article and additional information 
by downloading a PDF file of the 
magazine from: 
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/fil
e/5f652edcFishFocusJulyAugust2
020.pdf 

 

2020 DRFA Tournament Schedule 
All DRFA Club tournaments are free and open to dues-paying DRFA 
members only. (There are no club fees; however, ramp, launch and/or 
parking fees may apply.  There will be a voluntary $10.00 pool with a 
100% payout – 60%, 30% and 10% – to pool participants for the three 
heaviest pool fish at tournament’s end.) Members accrue points for the 
Angler of the Year competition based on their top six finishes among the 
regular club events. New members may register on the morning of an 
event, before the start time. Weigh-in is six hours later. Late entries will 
not count. The Youth Derby requires registering in advance. 
Always check the DRFA Web site or the Tournament Hotline (267-
934-2148) the day before the event to learn about any possible 
rescheduling or relocation due to water or weather conditions. 
 
Date Event Time Location    
Sat., 10/24 Bass 7 am Byram Access Ramp, Byram, NJ  
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August Bass 
Tournament Results 
The August 9 Bass Tournament 
on the tidal river saw an 
improvement over the first tidal 
river bass tournament as eight out 
of 13 competitors brought a legal 
fish to the scales.  

The competition for the top spots 
was close with only 0.09 lbs. 
separating the top three finishers. 

 

 

First place went to defending 
Angler of the Year, Mike Nucero 
who weighed in this 2.30-lb. 
largemouth measuring 15.75”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Mawson captured second 
place, only 0.04 lbs. behind the 
top finisher, with this 2.26-lb., 
15.75” largemouth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although he tied for the longest 
entry at 16”, George Hoffman 
had to settle for third place, 0.09-
lbs. behind the leader with this 
2.21-lb. fish.  

 

 

 

 

# Name Points Weight Length 

1 Mike Nucero 100 2.30 15.75 

2 Rick Mawson Sr 99 2.26 15.75 

3 George Hoffman 98 2.21 16.00 

4 Scott McDonough 97 1.81 16.00 

5 Devon Seliga 96 1.77 15.00 

6 Casey McDonough 95 1.15 12.50 

7 Patrick Baranowski 94 1.06 12.25 

8 Shane Seliga 93 1.00 12.75 
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August Catfish 
Tournament Results  
A hot August 30 Catfish 
Tournament saw the best angler 
turnout of the year, but only 15 of 
the 21 anglers weighed in a fish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregg Southrey captured top 
honors with this 25” catfish that 
weighed 5.79 lbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southrey’s fishing partner Chick 
Bay took second place with this 
5.10-lb. catfish measuring 
24.50”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Mawson ended up in third 
place just 0.02-lbs. behind Chick, 
with this 23.25”-catfish weighing 
5.08 lbs. 

 

 

 

 

# Name Points Weight Length 

1 Gregg Southrey 100 5.79 25.00 

2 Charles Bay 99 5.10 24.50 

3 Rick Mawson Sr 98 5.08 23.25 

4 Bob Bern 97 4.47 23.25 

5 Paul Bern 96 4.35 22.50 

6 Rick Gasper 95 4.24 23.00 

7 Frank Beck 94 3.73 22.25 

8 George Hoffman 93 3.70 22.25 

9 Rich Hoffman 92 3.65 22.25 

10 Mike Nucero 91 3.35 23.00 

11 Justin Jack 90 2.25 19.00 

12 Patrick Baranowski 89 2.25 18.00 

13 Anthony Seliga 88 2.03 19.00 

14 Scott McDonough 87 1.89 19.00 

15 Harry Wirebach Jr 86 1.07 15.00 
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September Bass 
Tournament Results 
A sharp cold front dropped water 
temperatures into the low 60s and 
upper 50s for an unusually chilly 
mid-September Bass Tournament 
on the non-tidal river.  

Out of 15 registered anglers, only 
five brought a legal fish to the 
scales.  

 

Gregg Southrey backed up his 
August Catfish Tournament win 
with another first-place finish in 
the September Bass Tournament 
at the Byram Ramp. His top entry 
on a tough fishing day weighed in 
at 1.47 lbs. and measured 15”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Antoniewicz weighed in his 
first fish of the year – a 1.30-lb. 
smallmouth measuring 14.25” – 
to capture second place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Nucero weighed in this 
1.10-lb smallmouth to capture 4th 
place and keep himself in the hunt 
for Angler of the Year honors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third-place finisher Scott 
McDonough’s 1.14-lb. fish 
vaulted him into the top spot in 
the Angler of the Year 
competition with just one more 
tournament to go. 

 

 

 

# Name Points Weight Length 

1 Gregg Southrey 100 1.47 15.00 

2 Pete Antoniewicz 99 1.30 14.25 

3 Scott McDonough 98 1.14 13.25 

4 Mike Nucero 97 1.10 14.25 

5 Casey McDonough 96 1.08 13.75 
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Angler Of The Year 
Standings As Of 
September Bass 
Tournament 
A tough September Bass 
Tournament on the non-tidal river 
shuffled the deck in the Angler of 
the Year standings, leaving Scott 
McDonough atop the leader 
board as the only angler to catch a 
fish in every tournament…so far. 

Scott needs to weigh a legal fish 
in the final tournament of the year 
to lock up the AOTY crown for 
2020 because, if he does not, 
there are three anglers still within 
potential striking distance. 

The races for second and place 
are also still tight with three 
competitors within six points of 
each other – a gap that might 
reasonably be made up within one 
tournament.  

All of this could make for an 
exciting October 24 Tournament. 

The winner of the AOTY 
completion wins a plaque and a 
$150 prize, while the second-
place finisher takes home a check 
for $100 and the third-place 
finisher wins $75.  

The Dave Bryant Angler of the 
Year Award is named in memory 
of Dave Bryant, a DRFA 
founding member and a past 
president of the Club. 

 

 

 

 

# Name Points Weight Length 

1 Scott McDonough 479 16.75 92.50 

2 George Hoffman 390 20.90 83.75 

3 Casey McDonough 385 10.50 68.00 

4 Mike Nucero 384 6.75 53.00 

5 Patrick Baranowski 375 9.95 68.00 

6 Gregg Southrey 287 8.94 61.50 

7 Rick Mawson Sr 279 10.09 58.50 

8 Charles Bay 192 9.43 45.75 

9 Frank Beck 191 8.84 45.00 

10 Richard Hoffman 190 9.82 45.75 

11 Joe Newton 185 4.73 32.75 

12 Devon Seliga 179 4.66 35.00 

13 Shane Seliga 179 4.10 33.25 

14 Anthony Seliga 177 5.56 39.75 

15 Pete Antoniewicz 99 1.30 14.25 

16 Bob Bern 97 4.47 23.25 

17 Ron Soto 96 4.74 22.25 

18 Paul Bern 96 4.35 22.50 

19 Rick Gasper 95 4.24 23.00 

20 Michael Brennan 92 4.14 23.00 

21 Kenneth Brennan 91 3.60 21.00 

22 Justin Jack 90 2.25 19.00 

23 Pete Marcolina 88 3.42 21.50 

24 Harry Wirebach Jr 86 1.07 15.00 

25 John Pedrick 85 3.06 20.00 

26 Joshua Jack 84 2.89 19.50 

27 Bob Jack 81 1.90 18.00 



 

Visit www.drfishermen.com for more information. 

The Delaware River Fishermen's Association 
P.O. Box 4739 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2020 ISSUE 
• TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
• TACKLE BAG RAFFLE  
• SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS 
• FAMILY FISHING DAY HELP NEEDED 

 
Also visit our website 
www.drfishermen.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE RIVER NEWS is the bimonthly newsletter of the Delaware River Fishermen's Association. The DRFA typically meets 
the last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA. 
All interested sportsmen and women are invited to attend and join the organization.  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS! 
Mc Keown’s Automotive Services • 2525 Street Road, Bensalem, Pa 19020 • State Inspection, Emissions • 215-639-4887  
Gasper Contracting • Where your home ideas become reality • Philadelphia, Montgomery & Bucks Counties • 215-805-7360 
White Oak Ice Co. • 350 State Road, Bensalem, PA 19020 • Self-Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice • 215-639-1080.  
Tow Boat US • 32 Kirkwood Circle, Brigantine, NJ 08203 • Delaware River Service Package Available • 609-517-2822 
The Fegley Law Firm • 301 Oxford Valley Rd, Suite 402A, Yardley, PA • Business, Employment & Personal Injury Law • 215-493-8287  
The Ike Foundation • 625 N Main Street, Elmer, NJ 08318 • Our mission is to get more kids fishing and in the outdoors, 
Krum Insurance & Financial Services • 1021 Millcreek Dr., Feasterville, PA 19053 • mgkrum.com • 215-396-2888 
Rusty Balls Tackle & Guide Service • 2440 W Columbia St, Allentown, PA 18104 • @rustyballsguideservice • 484-239-4723 
Silver Lake Nature Center • 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA • 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails 
Complete Computer Services • Michael McDevitt • 267-235-8144 • On-site computer repairs, updates, security fixes. 
Associate Members     
South Jersey Bass Club Association  
Delaware Riverkeeper Network  


