
Important Dates 

Wednesday, July 28, 7pm, 

Monthly Meeting: Silver 

Lake Nature Center.  

Sunday, August 8, Catfish 

Tournament: Neshaminy 

Marina. 6 am to 12 noon. 

Wednesday, August 25, 

7pm, Monthly Meeting: 

Silver Lake Nature Center.  

Sunday, August 29, Bass 

Tournament: Neshaminy 

Marina. 6 am to 12 noon. 

Saturday, September 25, 

Bass Tournament: Byram 

Access Ramp. 7 am to 1 pm. 

Wednesday, September 29, 

7 pm Monthly Meeting: 

Silver Lake Nature Center. 

Nominations for 2022 officers 
will be opened. 

Compared to the past few 

seasons, which were interrupted 

by extreme weather and water 

conditions or the COVID-19 

pandemic, the 2021 tournament 

season has been fairly smooth. At 

the rate we are going, we will get 

to the point of winnowing out the 

best six scores for the anglers at 

the top of the AOTY standings 

soon, making this the first 

competition to be impacted by the 

rule change.  

As the year-to-date standings 

show (page 4), George Hoffman 

is at the top of the leader board 

once again, but he will need to do 

more than just enter a legal fish in 

each remaining tournament to 

hold his lead. This could make for 

a close and interesting 

competition. 

In other Club news, be sure to 

read the article on the need for a 

new trip leader for this year’s 

DRFA Raft Trip (page 3) if it is 

going to happen. 

Also, as we get closer to the 

September meeting nominations 

and October meeting elections, 

members are reminded that we 

really need an individual to step 

forward to fill the role of 

president. 

Minutes Of The May 

Meeting 

The May 26 meeting of the 

DRFA was called to order by 

Board of Trustees member Scott 

McDonough with 20 members in 

attendance. Pete Antoniewicz 

read the minutes of the April 

Meeting.  

Treasury Report: Eileen 

Kicinski reported a balance of 

$9,292.97 in the treasury as of 

May 26, 2021. The balance at the 

end of May, 2020 was $9,508.89. 

Membership Secretary Report: 

Rick Mawson reported that we 

had 70 members as of the 

meeting date.  

Youth Activities: Chick Bay 

reported that the annual DRFA 

Youth Fishing Derby event was 

still planned for Saturday July 

17
th
 at the Pennsylvania Yacht 

Club. The event was scheduled 

from 8:00 am until noon to allow 

for other outside events on the 

schedule at the Yacht Club. Chick 

gave a rundown of the event, with 

participants eligible to fish from 

the Yacht Club’s dock or from a 

boat and an application form 

would be available on the DRFA 

Website and at the Club’s June 

meeting and could be mailed to 

Chick by members unable to 

attend the June meeting. 

Tournament Report:  Bob Jack 

reported on the results of the May 

catfish tournament at Neshaminy 

Marina. Members were reminded 

that the next scheduled 

tournament would be held as a 

catfish tournament at the 

Gloucester City ramp on June 13 

from 6:00 am until 12:00 pm.  

Bob also announced the South 

Jersey Bass Club Association’s 

Buddy Bass Tournament named 

in honor of former SJBCA and 

DRFA member Steve Steinmetz. 

The event is offering a $300 prize 

for the winning team, $100 for 

the tournament’s largemouth 

lunker, and $100 for the 

tournament’s smallmouth lunker. 

The event will run from 6:00 am 
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until 2:00 pm. Interested parties 

can access full details and entry 

forms from the SJBCA website. 

Old Business: Scott McDonough 

reported on the Silver Lake 

Nature Center Family Fishing 

Day event held on May 2, which 

was manned by members of the 

DRFA. Scott thanked all of the 

volunteers who helped that day 

— rigging the Nature Center’s 

fishing tackle in the early 

morning and then manning the 

learning and fishing stations from 

9:00 am until 3:00 pm. The 

Nature Center was very 

appreciative of the Club’s efforts. 

Working these events enables the 

Club to earn the service hours 

that allow us to use the meeting 

room for free. 

Fishing Feedback: Scott did a 

brief show-and-tell with a few 

products that help him be more 

efficient with his fishing efforts. 

The first was a nylon elastic strap 

with a small brass grommet that 

goes around line spools to makes 

it easier to manage spools of 

fishing line or leader. It cinches 

up to keep loose ends under 

control, but still allows line to be 

fed out at will — without having 

all the loose line spilling over the 

sides of the spool.  

Scott also demonstrated the Z-

man Bulletz hooks that he uses to 

help make his plastic baits 

virtually snagless. The jig has a 

bait-keeper feature and a built-in 

conehead-style weight. The style 

comes in two sizes—the Pro 

Bulletz with size 3/0 and 4/0 

hooks in weights from 1/8-oz. to 

3/8-oz., and a Finesse Bulletz 

version with smaller hooks that 

come in weights from 1/15-oz. to 

1/5-oz.  

Scott also spoke about some of 

his largemouth bass fishing 

experiences on the tidal river 

from Trenton down to the 

Commodore Barry Bridge.  

Scott looks for eel grass on the 

main river during the summer 

months where the fish move after 

the spawning season. He is 

selective in which patches he 

fishes, favoring those areas 

around drop-offs where the eel 

grass is maybe 2 to 3 feet at low 

tide and 6-7 feet at high tide — 

particularly if there is a good 

dropoff on the channel side of the 

eel grass. He’ll fish above the 

grass with a Senko, spinnerbait or 

popper at high tide, but switches 

to probing the edges with a 

plastic worm as the tide pulls out, 

especially looking for any 

pockets in the weeds. Other 

targets are pieces of structure or 

outcroppings in the current, and 

points at the mouth of coves.  

He mostly favors fishing braided 

line for its lack of stretch and uses 

a fluorocarbon leader for near 

invisibility in clear water. He 

does use copolymer line for a 

little bit of stretch with a steady 

retrieve bait like a spinnerbait. 

After Scott’s talk, the group 

watched a video from the 

Delaware Valley Outdoors series 

on fishing the tidal Delaware 

River for largemouth bass. 

Fishing Reports: Scott reported 

some success with muskies on 

two trips in the non-tidal river 

while the smallmouth fishing was 

a bit slow. 

Frank Beck reported that the NJ 

ramps between Fireman’s Eddy 

and Frenchtown were not 

requiring launch permits this 

year. Bryan Malkiewicz had some 

success catching stripers while 

fishing for smallies in the 

Titusville area the week before 

the meeting. 

Environmental Reports: The 

only comment was that the river 

was low.  

The winner of $37 in the 50/50 

drawing was Scott McDonough. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 

pm. 

Minutes Of The June 

Meeting 

The June meeting of the DRFA 

was called to order by Board of  

Trustees member Scott 

McDonough. In the absence of 

Secretary Pete Antoniewicz, Scott 

read the minutes from the May 

Meeting. 

Treasury Report: Eileen read 

the treasury report. Deposits were 

$15.40, expenses were $5.00, and 

the balance as of June was 

$9,358.76. By comparison, the 

balance for June, 2020 was 

$9,462.80 

Membership: Rick Mawson 

reported that we had 70 paid 

members as of June. 

Youth Activities: Chick said that 

only 3 children were signed up 

for the Youth Tournament on July 

17
th
. Members discussed just 

having a club picnic and that if 

any children showed up just let 

them fish. This is still pending 

and a possible Board meeting 

may be called to discuss this. 

Tournament Report: Bob Jack 

read the results of the June catfish 

tournament. First place went to 

Greg Southrey with a 6.37-lb., 

23.5-inch catfish. Second was 

George Hoffman with a 5.52-lb, 

24.25-inch fish. Third place went 

to Bob Jack with a 5.39-lb, 23.5-

inch catfish. 12 members fished 

the tournament and 10 members 

weighed in a fish. The next 

tournament is a bass tournament 

at Gloucester City on July 10 

from 6 am to 12 pm. 

Fishing Reports: Joe Newton 

reported that he and Frank Beck 

caught a lot of fish at Falls 

Township Lake with a lot of fish 

in the 2- to 3-lb. range. Mike 

Nucero reported that he hooked 

into a large smallie at Van Sciver 
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Lake, but it ran under the boat 

and his line got cut on the bottom 

of the boat. 

Environmental Reports: There 

were no environmental reports. 

Fishing Feedback: Scott had a 

discussion about keeping fish 

alive in livewells during 

tournaments in the summer warm 

waters. He suggested that you do 

not circulate the water in the well 

because you are drawing in warm 

water. He suggested adding ice 

frozen in bottles to the well in 

order to keep the water cool and 

also use an additive such as G-

Juice to keep fish healthy. 

He then asked members to do a 

roundtable discussion on the 

methods of fishing tidal water on 

the Big D. Joe Newton started by 

saying he likes fishing the mouths 

of tributaries during the summer 

because of the movement of the 

water. Rick Mawson said he liked 

to fish weedlines and riprap 

during the summer using 

chatterbaits and jigs. Frank Beck 

said that he liked to fish 

weedlines with creature baits. 

Scott claimed that he liked the 

weedlines and would fish 

between the shoreline and the 

weeds during high tide with 

spinnerbaits and during low tide 

he would fish the outer edge of 

the weedline with worms and 

jigs. He said that he preferred eel 

grass but that most of the eel 

grass was being choked out by 

what Scott thinks is milfoil. He 

said that there are fish in the 

coves such as Tullytown and 

Dredge but they are mostly small. 

If you want to fish the coves it is 

better to fish the mouths of the 

coves. He also stated that there is 

a lot of bait coming down river, 

mostly small shad.  

The winner of $25 in the 50/50 

drawing was Bob Jack. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

Annual Raft Trip 

Outing Needs A New 

Leader 

Most years over the past 15 

seasons, a half-dozen to a dozen 

or more DRFA Club members 

have taken an 8-mile raft float 

trip from Staircase Rapids up 

above Port Jervis, NY down to 

the Kittatinny Canoe Matamoras 

Base location on the Upper 

Delaware River. Due to work 

scheduling, Pete Antoniewicz 

who has coordinated 

arrangements for many of those 

years is no longer able to commit 

the time and effort to watch the 

river gages and weather reports 

and to coordinate the details to 

make the trip convenient for 

participating members.  

If another member is interested, 

they can step forward at the July 

meeting or contact Pete at 609-

751-7545 for the background 

information and maps to bring 

this trip back after last year’s 

COVID-19 hiatus. Details can be 

coordinated through the DRFA 

website’s fishing forum.  

The role involves picking a date 

or series of date alternatives, 

watching the long-term weather 

forecast, and the Port Jervis or 

Calicoon gage forecasts to 

finalize a date. Members typically 

meet at one or two convenient 

locations to carpool up. Sign-in is 

at 9:00 am at the KC Matamoras 

Base right on the river where you 

park your vehicles. From there, 

KC buses the participants up to 

the starting location.   

The trip normally takes place in 

mid-August when water 

temperatures were warmest and 

water levels are the most 

comfortable. Target gage levels 

are between 2.8 and 3.2 on the 

Port Jervis Gage. That stretch 

includes a mix of moving water 

and whitewater so not a lot of 

paddling is involved, except for 

one pool in the middle of the trip. 

More detailed trip information is 

available in past-year preparation 

listings and fishing reports that 

can be found on the DRFA 

Forum. 

   

Current 2021 Tournament Schedule 

All DRFA Club tournaments are free and open to dues-paying DRFA 

members. (There are no entry fees; however, ramp, launch, and/or 

parking fees may apply.  There will be a voluntary $10.00 pool with a 

100% payout to pool participants for the three heaviest pool fish – 

60%, 30% and 10%s – at tournament’s end.) Members accrue points 
for the Angler of the Year competition based on their top six finishes 
among the nine regular Club events. Except for the Shad Tournament, 
new members may register on the morning of an event, before check-in 
time. Weigh-in is at the time specified. Late entries will not count. 

Always check the DRFA website or the Tournament Hotline (267-

934-2148) the night before the event to learn about any possible 

rescheduling or relocation due to water or weather conditions. 

 
Date Event Time Location    

Sun, 8/8 Catfish 6 am Neshaminy State Marina, Croydon, PA  

Sun, 8/29 Bass 6 am Neshaminy State Marina, Croydon, PA  

Sat, 9/25 Bass 7 am Byram Access Ramp, Byram, NJ  

Sat, 10/30 Bass 7:30 am Bulls Island State Park, Stockton, NJ  
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Angler Of The Year 

Competition Starting 

To Heat Up 

The chart at the right represents 

the Angler of the Year standings 

at the half-way mark of the 

tournament season. While George 

Hoffman is in the lead as the only 

angler to weigh in a legal fish in 

each of the first five tournaments, 

many club members are within 

striking distance of the top three 

prizes in the Angler of the Year 

competition. 

Remember, only an angler’s top 

six tournament point totals will 

count in the final competition, so 

even if others on the board 

continue to weigh in fish in each 

of the remaining tournaments, 

their point totals might grow only 

if they finish near the top in every 

remaining tournament.  

While the final standings will be 

determined on each angler’s point 

earnings in their best six Club 

tournaments — not by the length 

or weight of their fish in those 

tournaments. However total 

weight for the year will be used 

as a tiebreaker in the event that 

two anglers are tied at the same 

year-end point total. If there is a 

tie after total points and total 

weight for the year, total length 

will be the final tiebreaker. This 

is a good reason for bass anglers 

to try to finish as high as possible 

in some catfish tournaments as 

well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
# 

 
Name 

YTD 
Points 

YTD 
Weight 

YTD 
Length 

1 George Hoffman 494 28.21 109.50 

2 Rich Hoffman 389 22.18 87.25 

3 Joe Newton 384 16.42 80.75 

4 Scott McDonough 290 11.24 60.75 

5 Robert T. Jack 285 12.34 60.00 

6 Ron Soto 283 11.62 63.00 

7 Gregg Southrey 282 12.61 58.75 

8 Frank Beck 277 6.75 52.75 

9 Anthony Scholl Sr 198 12.32 47.25 

10 Casey McDonough 196 4.41 30.75 

11 Rick Mawson 190 3.70 30.25 

12 Devin Seliga 188 3.21 30.00 

13 Pete Antoniewicz 185 8.16 44.50 

14 Laura Newton 179 6.17 40.25 

15 Patrick Baranowski 100 2.52 16.50 

16 Dan Wermuth 94 4.79 22.00 

17 Shane Seliga 94 1.81 15.50 

18 Bryan Malkiewicz 94 1.20 13.50 

19 Pete Marcolina 93 5.08 23.75 

20 Dave Wermuth 93 4.14 21.50 

21 John Pedrick 92 4.81 22.75 

22 Mike Nucero 91 1.20 13.50 

23 Anthony Seliga 89 1.09 12.00 
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Results From June 

Catfish Tournament 

A relatively low turnout at the 

June catfish tournament did not 

stifle the competition as five out 

of the top six finishers were all 

within a half-pound of each other. 

Only top finisher Gregg Southrey 

far outdistanced the field by more 

the three-quarters of a pound.  

George Hoffman did his best to 

protect his 2021 top-point total in 

the competition by coming in 

second to add 99 more points to 

his year’s total.  

Bob Jack took third-place honors 

by edging out Ron Soto by just 

0.07 pounds. 

 

 

Gregg Southrey 

First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Hoffman 

Secomd Place 
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              Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# Name Weight Length Points 

1 Gregg Southrey              6.37 23.50 100 

2 George Hoffman 5.52 24.25 99 

3 Bob Jack           5.39 23.50 98 

4 Ron Soto     5.32 23.50 97 

5 Pete Antoniewicz    5.11 25.00 96 

6 Rich Hoffman    5.06 22.50 95 

7 Dan Wermuth 4.79 22.00 94 

8 Dave Wermuth 4.14 21.50 93 

9 Laura Newton 3.86 21.75 92 

10 Joe Newton 3.72 21.50 91 
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Rescheduled Bass 

Tournament Provides 

Good Competition 

The reversal of the species for the 

early June and early July 

tournament might have delayed 

the first bass tournament of the 

summer, but it did not put a 

damper on participation. 

Of the 19 anglers entered in the 

tournament, 13 brought a legal 

fish to the scales. While there 

were no classic lunkers weighed 

in, more than half the point 

scorers weighed in bass of 15” or 

better and 1.80 lbs. or better.  

An early low tide — about 3.5 

hours into the competition at the 

ramp location — might have 

impacted some of the results, but 

other than the top-fish sizes, the 

overall results compared 

favorably to previous year 

tournaments when fewer than 10 

fish were weighed. 

Patrick Baranowski 

First Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casey McDonough 

Second Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Hoffman 

Third Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
# 

 
Name Weight Length Points 

1 Patrick Baranowski 2.52 16.50 100 

2 Casey McDonough 2.35 15.25 99 

3 George Hoffman 2.31 16.75 98 

4 Scott McDonough 2.30 16.75 97 

5 Joe Newton 2.16 15.25 96 

6 Rick Mawson 1.88 15.00 95 

7 Shane Seliga 1.81 15.50 94 

8 Frank Beck 1.75 14.50 93 

9 Bob Jack 1.56 14.00 92 

10 Mike Nucero 1.20 13.50 91 

11 Devin Seliga 1.14 13.50 90 

12 Anthony Seliga 1.09 12.00 89 

13 Gregg Southrey 1.07 12.25 88 
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From A to Z 

DRFA Providing More 

Learning Experiences; 

Hopefully A Good Sign 

For The Future 

While my personal tournament 

performance has been lacking this 

season, that is no fault of the 

DRFA, its guest speakers, and its 

members who have generously 

shared their experiences with 

other Club members — either 

formally at the meetings or 

informally after meetings and 

tournaments. 

Defending Angler of the Year, 

Scott McDonough, in particular 

has been very forthcoming with 

insights and tricks he has gained 

from his years of river fishing 

experience. 

Hopefully this sharing will parlay 

into better fishing experiences for 

other Club members and, in turn, 

generate more interest and more 

members for future seasons as 

time goes on.  

A case in point goes to a 

comment Scott made to me after 

the most recent bass tournament. 

When I teased him about running 

north at the start of the 

tournament instead of running 

down to the Commodore Barry 

Bridge where he has spoken of 

success in past years, his simple 

logic was that the falling tide 

happening at the early stage of 

the tournament would have 

limited his time on the outgoing 

tide to 3 hours or less. Running 

north extended his outgoing tide 

time frame by about an hour. Had 

I spent any time practice fishing 

in the area of the Gloucester City 

ramp in recent years, I might have 

had a shot at catching a bass from 

the eel grass beds I found in my 

limited fishing closer to the ramp. 

But if I had only thought ahead 

with the same logic Scott shared, 

I might have had better luck with 

some more familiar stomping 

grounds north of the Ben Franklin 

Bridge. DOH! 

It was insights like Scott provided 

that caused me to join the DRFA 

nearly 25 years ago. I had just 

purchased my first boat and was 

eager to stretch my fishing 

grounds beyond the Central 

Jersey lakes I had fished in my 

canoe for the better part of 20 

years.  

My earliest mentor on the tidal 

river was then Club President 

John Strada. The insights I gained 

from fishing with him and the 

practice fishing sessions I spent 

applying things he taught me paid 

off for years in tournaments as 

long as I put in my practice time 

to tweak my spots from year to 

year. As my overall fishing time 

and tournament participation 

lagged in recent years, my 

success rate has gone down as I 

try to milk my old experiences for 

success on today’s river. With 

renewed insights like Scott’s and 

some renewed focus, I’m hoping 

to get my mojo back again. 

My first mentor on the non-tidal 

river was Curt Kirby, a former 

DRFA Angler of the Year and a 

long-time river rat on the Big D. I 

met him quite by accident at a 

Club smallmouth tournament 

when he came to compete even 

though he did not have a boat that 

day and we got paired up because 

I was fishing alone. It was a life-

changing experience, to say the 

least, as I took his advice to “Get 

out of the pool!” to heart as he 

pushed my 9.9-HP prop boat out 

of the comfortable confines of the 

Byram pool as far up into the 

fastest water it could tolerate. 

Watching him catch a second-

place fish out of a pocket in the 

rushing whitewater was so 

exhilarating compared to my 

poking around the shoreline drop-

offs for dink smallies and panfish 

that it marked the beginning of 

my lifelong addiction to river 

smallmouth fishing. I soon also 

followed Curt west to bigger and 

better smallies on the  

Susquehanna River and the rest, 

as they say, is history.  

Lessons learned from other Club 

members in the first year of the 

DRFA Raft Trip are yet another 

example of the benefits of DRFA 

membership that have paid years 

of dividends. Even Sam Shiels, 

who could be a notoriously 

closed-lipped angler at times, 

shared willingly once he knew I 

was serious about learning and 

shared what little info I had with 

him. 

Since those early days, I have 

tried as much as possible to share 

my lessons learned with other 

anglers in the Club and other 

fishing groups. Shared 

experiences — both gained and 

given — have provided for many 

memorable trips and experiences 

since then.  

How much information to share 

has always been a tricky call for 

many members, but over the 

years I have seen other members 

become more generous with 

information as they have gained 

from the sharing of others. 

Hopefully, a continuation of this 

tradition will make for a stronger 

Club as we try to attract younger 

new members.  

So thanks to all Club members — 

past and present — who take the 

time to ‘pay it forward’ when it 

comes to educating newer 

members, or even those who are 

struggling a bit after falling out of 

practice. If you believe in karma, 

maybe the person you help today 

will share a tidbit that turns into a 

tournament winning fish for you 

down the road! 

Pete A2Z 
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THE RIVER NEWS is the bimonthly newsletter of the Delaware River Fishermen's Association. The DRFA typically meets 
the last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA. 
All interested sportsmen and women are invited to attend and join the organization.  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

 

McKeown’s Automotive Services • 2525 Street Road, Bensalem, Pa 19020 • State Inspection, Emissions • 215-639-4887  

Gasper Contracting • Where your home ideas become reality • Philadelphia, Montgomery & Bucks Counties • 215-805-7360 

The Fegley Law Firm • 301 Oxford Valley Rd, Suite 402A, Yardley, PA • Business, Employment & Personal Injury Law • 215-493-8287  

Phila Boat Supply • 8900 State Road, Phila, PA 19136 • Full line of new & used boats, motors & parts • philaboat.com • 215-332-5117  

Tow Boat US • 32 Kirkwood Circle, Brigantine, NJ 08203 • Delaware River Service Package Available • 609-517-2822 

Clayton Hunting & Fishing • 660 Easton Rd, Horsham, PA • For all your hunting, fishing, archery & firearm needs • 215-672-6060 

White Oak Ice Co. • 350 State Road, Bensalem, PA 19020 • Self-Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice • 215-639-1080.  

Pennsylvania Yacht Club • 2189 State Road, Bensalem, PA 19020, (215)-245-9883 

Silver Lake Nature Center • 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA • 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails 

Big D River Guide, LLC • Dieter Scheel, https://bigdriverguide.com, bigdriverguide@comcast.net (610) 574-7519 

Reel River Adventures • Chris Gorsuch, https://www.facebook.com/ReelRiverAdventures/, (610) 360-5433 

Rusty Balls Tackle & Guide Service • 2440 W Columbia St, Allentown, PA 18104 • @rustyballsguideservice • 484-239-4723 

 

Associate Members: 

South Jersey Bass Club Association  

Delaware Riverkeeper Network  

http://www.drfishermen.com/

