
Important Dates 
Wednesday, March 31, 7pm, 
Monthly Meeting: To be held 
via Zoom. Link will be sent to 
members who have paid their 
2021 dues. Guest speaker 
Chris Gorsuch will speak on 
Springtime river smallmouth 
fishing.  

Saturday, April 3, 7 am, 
Bass Tournament: Curtin’s 
Marina, Burlington, NJ.  

Saturday, April 24, Shad 
Tournament: All competing 
anglers (members or guests) 
must be registered by 7 pm 
Friday, April 23 to be eligible 
for weigh-in at the Yardley 
Park-and-Ride lot on Saturday 
April 24 at 2 pm.  

Wednesday, April 28, 7 pm 
Monthly Meeting: Location 
TBD. If necessary, a Zoom 
link will be shared with 
members. 

Sunday, May 16, 6 am, 
Catfish Tournament: 
Neshaminy State Marina, 
Croydon, PA.  

March Meeting Guest 
Speaker To Talk On 
Spring River Fishing 

On March 31st, guest speaker 
Chris Gorsuch will outline how to 
locate smallmouth bass as they 
transition throughout the Spring 
season. His primary focus will be 
on tactics for locating and 
catching bass as they leave 
wintering holes in early March 
and stage in various types of 
water until the low water of 
summer arrives. Fundamentals 
shared in this seminar can be used 
to locate bass on any river 
systems from West Virginia to 
Maine.  

Chris has been asked to share 
specific areas on the Delaware, 
Juniata, and Susquehanna Rivers 
that are accessible to both prop 
and jet drive boats under 
appropriate water conditions.  

Follow DRFA Website 
For COVID-19 Updates 
The Board of Directors will be 
revisiting the possibility of 
returning to in-person meetings at 
the Silver Lake Nature Center 
starting with the April meeting. 
But as we know from recent 
experience, things can be subject 
to change. At this point, the 2021 
tournament schedule is due to 
proceed as planned except for 
dangerous-weather or high-water 
conditions, as usual).  

As of the February meeting, our 
annual Youth Derby is still set for 
Saturday July 17, depending on 
public-health guidelines in place 
at that time. A final determination 
regarding the event will be made 
by the May 26 meeting. 

Until otherwise designated, 
attendees are still required to 
wear masks at all in-person 
DRFA meeting and tournament 
events. Keep an eye on the DRFA 
Club website and your email 
inbox for updates. 

Members are encouraged to pass 
along updates to friends in the 
Club who do not have online 
access. Members without online 
access can also call the 
Tournament Hotline for updates. 

Ready, Set, FISH!!! 
After a very short tournament 
season in 2020, Club members 
are looking forward to the start of 
a much more normal season on 
April 3rd. If the Club does 
succeed in holding its full slate of 
tournaments, the 2019 decision to 
count each angler’s top six 
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tournament finishes in the Angler 
of the Year competition can 
provide for much closer 
competition right up to the final 
tournament. As usual, the odds of 
posting six high finishes will 
naturally be improved by fishing 
in and placing in as many 
tournaments as practical, but 
having one missed tournament or 
one tough-luck day will no longer 
be the same death knell that it 
was in past years.   

While non-members are allowed 
to fish as “guest” anglers in their 
first tournament activity of the 
year, their finish position will not 
count toward points in the Angler 
of the Year completion unless and 
until they become a dues-paying 
member. At that point, both their 
guest results and paid-member 
results will be counted toward the 
AOTY competition standings. 

The hope is that allowing one 
“guest-angler” appearance will be 
a way to promote awareness of 
the Club and encourage added 
participation that can both 
increase the lunker pool amount 
for the tournament in which they 
compete and eventually increase 
membership for the Club.  

Because there is no sign-in on the 
morning of the April 24 shad 
tournament, all paid members and 
guest anglers will need to be 
registered by 7 pm on the evening 
before the event. Also, without a 
morning sign-up, there will be no 
optional lunker pool for the shad 
tournament. Only paid members 
will be eligible to win the Club-
donated prize money for that 
tournament. 

As always, all members are 
encouraged to participate in as 
many Club tournaments as 
practical to make the AOTY 
competition truly representative 
of the best anglers over the course 
of the season. 

It’s Called A “Kill 
Switch”, But Its Job Is 
To Keep You Alive! 
The U.S. Coast Guard has issued 
an announcement on an updated 
regulation for using “engine 
cutoff switches (ECOS)” — more 
commonly known as kill-switches 
— on recreational vessels less 
than 26 feet in length, starting 
April 1, 2021. ECOS devices are 
designed to shut off a boat engine 
if the operator is bounced 
overboard, to prevent the boat 
from circling around and striking 
the operator and/or any 
passengers in the water.  

Although the latest regulation is 
an implementation of a law 
passed by Congress in late 2020, 
the principles behind kill switches 
are a common-sense safety 
practice. According to the Coast 
Guard news release, only seven 
states had ECOS laws for 
recreational vessels, while 44 
states had them for personal 
watercraft (PWC / jet skis). 

To learn about the specifics of the 
requirement, DRFA members can 
access the official announcement 
on the U.S. Coast Guard website 
https://www.news.uscg.mil. Look 
for the 3/17/21 news release on 
“U.S. Coast Guard announces 
new law requiring use of engine 
cut-off switches.” You can also 
visit www.PropellerSafety.com 
for more information about the 
topic. 

DRBC Bans Fracking 
In The Entire Delaware 
River Watershed 
The following paragraphs are 
excerpts from a press release 
issued by the Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network on February 
25 — readable in its entirety at 
www.delawareriverkeeper.org 
under the “Resources” menu.) 
Select the “Press” option, then 

scroll down to find the February 25 
release date. 

= = = = = = = = = =  
“The Delaware River Basin 
Commission (DRBC) 
permanently banned fracking 
throughout the Delaware River 
Watershed today, affecting four 
states and water supplies for 
millions, after eleven years of 
raging debate and public 
discourse…The DRBC voting 
members — the Governors of the 
four states that are part of the 
Delaware River Watershed (New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware) and a federal 
representative for President Biden 
from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers — voted to enact the 
regulations that were pending 
since the public comment period 
closed in March 2018. All four 
states voted to approve the ban; 
the Army Corps representative 
abstained. 

“Action was also taken in a 
second resolution towards the 
proposal of regulations covering 
the import and export of frack 
wastewater and water for 
fracking, which could lead to the 
adoption of a ban on the import of 
wastewater produced by fracking 
for its processing and discharge 
here and the export of water from 
the basin for use in fracking 
outside of the watershed. 

“The ban resolution prohibits the 
use of high volume hydraulic 
fracturing or “fracking” to extract 
gas wherever it is located within 
the basin (which includes parts of 
PA, NY, and NJ). The DRBC 
decision was based on fracking’s 
water quality and water quantity 
impacts and was cheered as an 
essential first step in stopping the 
devastating impacts of fracking in 
the Watershed. The next step (to 
draft regulations to cover the 
import of wastewater produced 
by fracking and the export 
Delaware River water outside of 



the basin for fracking) is 
considered absolutely critical… 
and a full ban on these related 
fracking activities is supported by 
the wide and diverse movement 
working to achieve a complete 
ban and truly protect the entire 
Watershed.” 

Minutes Of The 
January Meeting 
The January 27 meeting of the 
DRFA was held via Zoom. The 
meeting started at 7:05 pm, with 
Recording Secretary Pete 
Antoniewicz presiding. While 
there was no official October, 
November, or December meeting 
minutes, Pete read notes of the 
discussions held among the nine 
members in attendance on 
October 28. 

Treasurer’s Report: The 
treasury balance as of January 17, 
2021 was $9,039.56. 

Membership: Membership 
Secretary Rick Mawson reported 
that only 15 members had 
renewed their membership for 
2021. 

Tournaments: Vice-President/ 
Tournament Coordinator Bob 
Jack reviewed the 2021 Club 
Tournament schedule and 
discussed Club-member 
preferences for the SJBCA Bass 
Bowl competition to be held in 
October of 2021.  

Youth Activities: Chick Bay 
reported that the plan was to hold 
the Youth Fishing Derby on 
Saturday, July 17th at the 
Pennsylvania Yacht Club. A final 
decision on details for the event 
will be made by May 26, based 
on any COVID-19 restrictions in 
place at that time. 

Old Business: Since all officers 
were willing to continue in their 
existing positions, the Club 
decided to postpone elections 
until we could meet in person. 

The 2020 Anger of the Year 
award would also be presented 
once we could meet in person. 

Rick Mawson was to contact the 
Silver Lake Nature Center to 
arrange for renewal of our 
meeting space contract. 

Club members discussed various 
proposed options for promoting 
new membership participation. 
The Board of Directors was to 
choose one option to present for 
member approval at the February 
meeting. 

New Business: Scott 
McDonough announced that 
Dieter Schiels agreed to speak 
about shad fishing at the February 
Zoom meeting. Pete Antoniewicz 
was to work with Mike 
Zerumskas on Facebook promos.  
 

Joe Newton relayed a request for 
help in moving docks to the 
northern tip of Burlington Island 
in late June/Early July. 

Fishing Reports: Good fishing 
reports since the holidays were 
hard to come by. The best report 
came from Rick Gasper and Mike 
Nucero who had a banner day 
with crappie at the Penn-Warner 
Club. Frank Beck and Joe 
Newton reported on taking “a 
nice boat ride” but only having 
one fish to show for four trips. 
Scott McDonough also reported 
slow walleye fishing in the non-
tidal river. 

Treasury Report  
The treasury balance as of 
February 24, 2021 was $9,249.07. 

Tentative 2021 Tournament Schedule 
(Subject to changes at March meeting.) 

All DRFA Club tournaments are free and open to dues-paying DRFA 
members. (There are no entry fees; however, ramp, launch, and/or 
parking fees may apply.  There will be a voluntary $10.00 pool with a 
100% payout to pool participants for the three heaviest pool fish – 
60%, 30% and 10%s – at tournament’s end.) Members accrue points 
for the Angler of the Year competition based on their top six finishes 
among the nine regular Club events. Except for the Shad Tournament, 
new members may register on the morning of an event, before check-in 
time. Weigh-in is at the time specified. Late entries will not count. 
Always check the DRFA website or the Tournament Hotline (267-
934-2148) the night before the event to learn about any possible 
rescheduling or relocation due to water or weather conditions. 
 
Date Event Time Location    
Sat, 4/3 Bass  7 am Curtin’s Marina, Burlington, NJ  
Sat, 4/24  Shad 2 pm Weigh in at Yardley Park & Ride  
Sun, 5/16 Catfish 6 am Neshaminy State Marina, Croydon, PA  
Sun, 6/13 Bass 6 am Gloucester City Marina, NJ  
Sat, 7/10 Catfish 6 am, Gloucester City Marina, NJ  
Sun, 8/8 Catfish 6 am Neshaminy State Marina, Croydon, PA  
Sun, 8/29 Bass 6 am Neshaminy State Marina, Croydon, PA  
Sat, 9/25 Bass 7 am Byram Access Ramp, Byram, NJ  
Sat, 10/30 Bass 7:30 am Bulls Island State Park, Stockton, NJ  
Sat, 7/17 Youth Derby 8 am PA Yacht Club, Bensalem, PA  
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THE RIVER NEWS is the bimonthly newsletter of the Delaware River Fishermen's Association. The DRFA typically meets 
the last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA. 
All interested sportsmen and women are invited to attend and join the organization.  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS! 
Rusty Balls Tackle & Guide Service • 2440 W Columbia St, Allentown, PA 18104 • @rustyballsguideservice • 484-239-4723 
McKeown’s Automotive Services • 2525 Street Road, Bensalem, Pa 19020 • State Inspection, Emissions • 215-639-4887  
The Ike Foundation • 625 N Main Street, Elmer, NJ 08318 • Our mission is to get more kids fishing and in the outdoors, 
Gasper Contracting • Where your home ideas become reality • Philadelphia, Montgomery & Bucks Counties • 215-805-7360 
The Fegley Law Firm • 301 Oxford Valley Rd, Suite 402A, Yardley, PA • Business, Employment & Personal Injury Law • 215-493-8287  
Krum Insurance & Financial Services • 1021 Millcreek Dr., Feasterville, PA 19053 • mgkrum.com • 215-396-2888 
Phila Boat Supply • 8900 State Road, Phila, PA 19136 • Full line of new & used boats, motors & parts • philaboat.com • 215-332-5117  
Tow Boat US • 32 Kirkwood Circle, Brigantine, NJ 08203 • Delaware River Service Package Available • 609-517-2822 
Clayton Hunting & Fishing • 660 Easton Rd, Horsham, PA • For all your hunting, fishing, archery & firearm needs • 215-672-6060 
White Oak Ice Co. • 350 State Road, Bensalem, PA 19020 • Self-Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice • 215-639-1080.  
Silver Lake Nature Center • 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA • 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails 
 
Associate Members     
South Jersey Bass Club Association  
Delaware Riverkeeper Network  


